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A Noted Aviation Achievement

By ALFRED CELLIER

A graphic description of the massed flight that crossed from England to France during the World War. In view of the pri-
mitive equipment, this was truly a marvelous and daring undertaking.

IONEER aviation’s greatest
Pachicvcmcnt was, without a doubt,

the massed flight which crossed
from England to France upon the out-
break of the World War. The histori-
cal significance of that occasion has
generally been forgotten and over-
looked as we endeavor to keep pace
with later developments.

Aviation was then in its infancy, and
it is only necessary to look back on the
diversity of types of those underpow-
ered and frail machines to rcalize the
great undertaking of that gallant band
of airmen who flew them.

For somctime previous to the com-
mencement of hostilities, mobilization
plans had been periected and issued to
the tiny Royal Flying Corps. On the
day that war was formally declared
these plans were carried out. Within
a few days Squadrons 2, 3, 4 and 5 had
concentrated at Dover, under the com-
mand of Brigadier-General Sir David
Henderson, in preparation for flving
over the English Channel.

The day previous to the crossing saw
the flying corps’ first casualtics of the
war. As the preparations were going
on and a few straggling machines ar-
rived, Licutenants R. R. Skence and R,
Keith Barlow were killed when their
airplane crashed during a bad landing.

With everything set, the flight to
France took place at 6:25 a. m. on
August 13, 1914, just six days after war
was declared. This feat accomplished
by 63 airplanes has gone down in his-
tory with glorious acclaim.

The first to land on the previously
prepared French aerodrome was Lieu-
tenant H. D. Harvey Kelly, who, flying
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A 1914 Bleriot monoplane, of the high-wing type but with the same form of landing
genr used on the earlier cross-channel type.

a B.E2, came down at Amicns at 8:20
a. m. Headquarters of the Royal Fly-
ing Corps meanwhile was established
at Maubeuge. The last of the units
to arrive at Amiens was the Aircraft
Park, consisting of 12 officers and 162
men. This organization had brought
with them twelve spare airplanes for
replacements, eight of which had been
flown over with the original units a few
days before.

Of these four combat squadrons that
flew to France, Numbers 2 and 4 were
completely outhitted with B.E's. Num-
ber 3 Squadron was made up of some

A standard Dleriot monoplane of 19014, xhowing the unusunl method of mounting the

Lewis gun, This ix what might be ceanlled n “tripod mounting.™

Bleriots and Maurice Farmans, while
Number 5§ Squadron was composed of
Avros, B.ES's and Henri Farmans. The
Aircraft Park had a little of everything.
Altogether, the little force that went to
France comprised 105 officers and 735
men, the non-flving personnel with the
cquipment of the squadrons having
been transported by hoat.

This left the home establishment just
about stripped, there remaining 41 of-
ficers who were assigned to the three
remaining squadrons and staff and
school duties. The machines then as-
signed to the home establishment num-
bered 116 of various makes.

As the squadrons were moving from
Amiens to Maubeuge, on August 16th,
the second casualties occurred when a
B.E8 of Number 3 Squadron, piloted
by E. W. C. Perry with H. E. Parfitt
as his observer, crashed on the Amiens
acrodrome and burned, killing the crew.
Just two days later a similar accident
took place at Perronne, in which Lieu-
tenant R. R. Smith-Barry and Corporal
F. Gerard were killed in the same type
of machine.

After arriving at Maubege, the squad-
rons carried out reconnaissance for the
British Army which was then engaged
in the start of the Mons battle
Through the cfficient scouting of this
small force, it was not long before their
army found that they owed their ex-
istence to the flying corps, as on several
occasions the information they brought
back prevented them from being
trapped and annihilated.

[Losses in action were yvet to come
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and on August 22nd, 2 machine failed to
return from a patrol. This was an Avro
two-scater of No. 3 Squadron, with
Licutenants V. Waterfall and C. G. Bay-
ly, who were shot down by rifle fire
of German infantry near Fournes.
Later that same day, Sergeant-Major
Jillings was shot through the leg by
enemy fire while observing from a ma-
chine of No. 2 Squadron. His wound,
likewise was from an infantry rifle.

As the Germans were all the while
rapidly advancing, the small British
Expeditionary Force was compelled to
retreat and headquarters of the Royal
Flying Corps fell back to Le Cateay,
on August 24th, and in the next two
days, to St. Quentin and e Fere. Even-
tually, by September 4th, they estab-
lished themsclves on the abandoned
French acrodrome at Melum.

During the interim, on August 26th,
Licutenant G. F. Pretyman, with Major
I.. B. Boyd-Moss as observer, in Bleriot
No. 387 of No. 3 Squadron, were shot
down from an altitude of three thou-
sand feet by German anti-aircrait artil-
lery. They were “Archies” first vic-
tims.

Enemy aircraft, at this time, were
rather few and far fetched in the British
sector. It was not until the 22nd of
August that the first German machine,
an Albatros, was sighted. 1t flew over
the Maubege acrodrome apparently en-
deavoring to learn the strength of the
Royal Flying Corps. Several machines
took off to give it combat but it soon
got away.

Three days after that a German ma-
chine of the monoplane type was forced
to land within the British lines, while
a second was forced down at Le Ques-
nay. On the 29th, a German airplane
made its appearance over the newly es-
tablished ficld at Compiegne and
dropped three small bombs but they did
no damage,

On September 7th, the headquarters
of the Royal Flying Corps moved to
Touquin, fAnally locating at Fere-en-
Tardenois a week later, where prepara-
tions were made for the Aisne battle,
The squadrons, in the meantime,
changed their aerodrome to Saponay.
It was from this base that Lieutenants
L. Davis and W. R. Freeman, while on
a reconnaissance mission for No. 2
Squadron, were forced to land behind

the German lines on account of engine
trouble.

A month of active service had passed
and i1t was found that replacements
were needed in both machines and per-
sonnel. In response to the request for
these, five machines—a Bleriot, two
B.E2s, a BES and an R.E.l—were
dispatched with their crews to fill the
vacancies. These were followed a few
days later by a flight of Maurice Far-
mans, of No. 4 Squadron, which had
remained in England. These latter ma-
chines were very welcomed additions,
for their type of construction allowed
a gunner to sit out in front with a clear
arc of fire and they were the only real
fighting planes up to that time,

Continuous acrial operations brought
on more casualties and on September
22nd, Licutenant G, W. Mappleback, of
No. 4 Squadron, was wounded in the
leg when attacked by an enemy Alba-
tros, Although an observer had previ-
ously been wounded, Licutenant Map-
plchack was the frst pilot to be
wounded while in the air. It was at this
time, also, that Captain L. A. Strange
dropped two 20-pound bombs on two
converging lines of cavalry at a cross
road. This was the first damage cver
inflicted by aerial bombs, and it resulted
in many casualties and the stampeding
of the horses.

By October 12th, it became necessary
to move the headquarters of the flying
force from Fere-en-Tardenois to St
Omer, and within a week No, 6 Squad-
ron which had been acting as a depot
reserve in England flew to Bruges.
After operating in that vicinity and cov-
ering the retirement from Ostend to
Dunkirk, they reported for duty at St
Omer.

Air combat that had become lax was
again engaged in on November 22nd,
when Licutenant F. G. Small and Cap-
tain L. A, Strange, of No. 3 Squadron,
forced down an Albatros two-seater
and took the crew prisoners. [t was
found that the German machine had
been hit twenty times by their bullets,

With 1914 at an end, the Royal Fly-
ing Corps had tasted its baptism of fire
and had accomplished a great deal of
valuable work, There is, however, still
more that must be told as regards the
massed flight.

(Concluded on page 64)

Thix 1909 Bleriot Type XI monoplane, still in fiying condition, ls owned
Carriage

nationnl Horseless

by The Inters
Corporation, Brookiands Track, Weybridge, England,

A Memorial for the 27th
Aero Squadron

IR0 BQUADRON

€)

The 27th Squadron Memorial Tablet,

ABOVE is the bronze memorial tablet

carrying the names of the members
of the 27th Aero Squadron whq won vic-
torics over the enemy, 2

First and foremost is Frank Luke, the
“Balloon buster,” who won 18 victories
over enemy planes and balloons. Alto-
gether, as the photo shows, this squad-
ron boasted six "aces” with a total of 40
victories. A total of 77 victories is cred-
ited to the whole squadron,

Reading up and down the columns, we
see such well known pilots names as
Eugene McCubbin, Joseph Wehner,
Thomas Lannon, etc.

A New Stunt for Seaplanes

S an ardent fisherman, Alexander P.

de Seversky realized that the most
helpless man in aviation is a pilot trying
1o beach or anchor a scaplane alone, So
he invented an automatic anchor,

When he dropped down on a secluded
lake in the amphibian in which he estab-
lished a world speed record of 230 miles
an hour, Seversky found himself at the
mercy of the slightest wind or current,
and the whirling propeller prevented his
getting to the nose of the pontoons to
drop anchor or tic up. Even the largest
scaplanes are delicately susceptible to a
slight breeze or water movement, so that
the pilot usually has to keep his pro-
peller turning to maintain his position.

Seversky's new anchor in its retracted
position becomes the rubber or leather-
covered bumper on the nose of the pon-
toon, It is released from the pilot's
cockpit and so designed that it digs into
the bottom like any marine anchor.

To *“up anchor,” the pilot taxies
slowly over the anchor, lifts it vertically,
and reels it back into its nest in the nose
of the pontoon. The device may be used
on both pontoons of a scaplane, or on
the nose of a flying boat.
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Air Mail

(Continued from page 42)

Early Flights

(Continued from page 26)

terested in knowing that this frst air
mail service also brought about the first
anti-aircraft artillery. The [Prussians,
dismayed at seeing the balloons floating
serenely overhead, hurriedly ordered
the Krupps to build “archies” to shoot
down the bulbous messengers of the
wind. However, like the cavalry, used
to chase the balloons without success, as
well as the hawks, trained to intercept
the homing pigeons, the anti-aircrait
guns bombed away in utter futility until
the starved city finally fell.

While the army was engaged in fly-
ing across the Channel, a Royal Naval
Air Service Squadron crossed the same
day. This unit was composed of sca-
planes, under the command of Flight-
Licutenant E. T. R, Chambers, Arriv-
ing at Ostend on August 13, 1914, they
established a temporary base from
which they operated while the expedi-
tionary force was crossing to France.
On August 22nd, this squadron re-
turned to England.

It is right here that the author de-

nwBwmMmMB BN NNPBBRNNNRNBBNDHHNE

s FREE COUPONS!!

nlways working to further goodwill bhetwern our company and our customers amd

We are

here l- nloth« one of the Instances, We want our eastomers to share in our
orders AIRPLANE (€0, we will inclafde HEA
sli.\ll\’(l COUPONS whieh ure redermable for valuable gifts und prllu.
sendd us an order anidl we will send you your coupons amd full pert'en’ars an hown 1o
secure these saluable prizes. Re-
Is not a
evervone shares our
Write NoOW!
menns losses lo you,

to the HEATHE MODEL
do s
member this

1 :

fits. In nll
HE PROFIT-
\ll you mneed

contest
rofits,
ivery  delay

GA

POST-ROGERS LOCKHEED

2 3 ft, Nead Crant
mnm‘: of

Yiyer: »
these two
« o omplete
with alumismess coml, ca
prop, printed wood slmplified

plans, elc. . . . sl.so

plus 28 postagr.

!ALIA wooD

models.

SANDPAPER
Pee package .... 88

(L lA%M 8“ E!l;l

X
7lor.lo

7t 10

.6 fer .10
.5 fer 10
A e 12
3for. .0l
cead for L2

LOCKO

18% parice
18" BALSA STRIPS
1/82x1/10. 199 fer 05
1/16x1/10.100
LiesL's .,
1/16x3/1¢. .
/1674 ..
J/8xI/NL..
s xlss L,
LR suin,
/% x1/4 ..
/R 2/
X 1ex3/14. .
L1800
levs |
174 xl/4 .
Vix &/8 .
/4 x/2 .,
/2 x1/3 ..

18" BALSA

oy .,

1/5

:88
3338
SoNcssos
wigsdans
HurMpmmm-
- MMM N

-
825 2ean2tRibs2RRRR

=
-
P
“
»
8%
<
s
~
r
r
n
]

t:r:€t§§§r
i"
3

P
MM D

hd u...'.

5
=

AT
en
T
h!hhkh

SR EETES

x1'x15 .| for 07
COLORED DOPE

Whilte, sellow, oratipy,
red, gtven, olhve drab,
Woe, black, shiver,
pold.

KN
6 feet

&

B s inseinve il
VY T N SRR |
§ Ol s esin A0l
1 pdot (16 oe) .. K0

CLEAR DOPE

fRERaEeg

g
s

HHEM S -

TR
L
.'H

.....

WM
AR B T

X
A3 .i'i'

1

2 oo

@ OR .cocicesre

1 pint €18 ox.).. 43
Nuulzz SAME
CLEAR DO’!.

1 FINKST PARA

BBER

l/?lllumﬂ 05

iR
.':'8.-
4
-“"
T
g2

il L0 iw
Illﬂllldxll 1210r

1/~

FREE

With ﬂnyoﬂlnul
e I
¥

frod '. fat $'ars 1/8 Sar 17 fL....
Rubber, free. Add
10¢ for handling
charge of Free
Robber. Free sup-
plics with all other
orders.

l: pe.

3716 far 12 e o
2325 N Awin.. ...
Per

SHEEY CELLULOID 4
$x5.. .05: €xK.. .08 Per

=
m
=
-
ok

f QMQMMQ““Q“““M““““““““0““““““0“@“““@“““@“

MODEL
BUILDERS

Here's what you'se tven walting for . | .
A tatalog amd handlook of Aeovsenries
for  comtrneting  recurd hirealing  pas
Welktten Yo chatnpions,
wan waded Blnde, phetes of chassjdotis
and theler models, soccrte slories of thelr
hamplomship Blidre,

jrevinte 3¢ postage for handling?

1716 dlamn. x 5732
1716 dlam. x 7732
'Vl! dlam, x 1/4
dlam. x 1/2 .20
ALUMINUM LEAF
1LoNG of an loch la
thickness, 3% whie)
8 feet fOPuccosce MO
SHEET ALUMINUMN
Thickness
gt axe . ..
e £x6
M10" ex6

.« | for .05
ol for 58

JAPANESE TISSUE
I White)

2 for B er dex I8
comono TISSUE
2 for 5; 1 dex.., .20 ‘

MUSIC WIRE

(stralahtennd)
wn,
THRUSTBEARINGS

! (wmsall or large)

.......

ter doeen .. ..

D e nanes MODEL PINS
Per puehnge. . 0
DOWELS
1180l x12" do1. .
1/8dla x I8¥ 2 ter .00
16 e xIN. ) ber n
4 dla, x 1850 fer
REED
1716 dam. 19 11, 03
/32" Jdiam, B 00
Sam, &1 .00
IISIGNI:’ S.D:E‘E:
4 f
and Tall markings— & Wog.....0
with gummed back
¢ arh aly ..., .ﬁ
'ASN(RS .
1/8 u l) 1er doz, .Ol -

.......

D l‘ndo:. .Ol
..... A0 2 sbheets for...

Dealers, Clube: Send for Latest Discounts rether.

MODEL AIRPLANE CO.:
438-Al11 East 98th St., Brooklyn, N.Y.
N L L L LYY X XYY XX

MONOCOUPE “145”

RBRLBRRDARRBASH S

a AN Neak Craft Fliywr: a
model 3om weuld e jeond to
outs . . . make thls your pest
moded . . L complete with alu-

mivem coml and carvd mu!- s

ol alee

Prov—tat will ap- 0, | ealy |

. 3%¢ xoﬂlp

y HEATHE Can Guarantee 24 Ilonr Sermes

FMNOEO'BUSN-

BAL!A M.LOOI )“DLAD!D PIOP‘

=g. seseees '“ ..
TR~
AT i eiacdB0 0l
Se PURSUIT
MNACHINE GUNS
T
\" Parait Gun Se
1¥ et Gun  Se¢
IX" Parssit Gun 10¢
SwiveEL 00“.
1/16% 0.1, yer N -.m - .
X" OD, yer N1, 70 15" Jong. . lOc o
x . O ;'33:: DIE CAST W: NG
14 0.0, per 1 00e :“? :,ll. LIGHTS
ceLtutoo 0
WHEELS

F

% o
A9 1

CELLULOID PAl"

For X e 1" wheed 150

FPorl 5" or 1 % "wh. 3%¢
A%%ll.g.

| for .04

13- m(-lkr; °e
Tirin 2040
NTdla s 8" makl, ... 300 .

e, g .. T0 MOTOR NOSE
PLATES

lk ':I“ -4 33.'

* dla. pr. ‘e -

DUMMY RADIAL jrm " moier 15e o
= f:‘l'(. D'«J mtor 20¢
14" ”‘ ALUMINUM
~ ot l.: cowLINGS

1% gltuﬂ.%lﬂ 'uo-

RT3
RING conumuo

lp dia. ...e2¢h .18 :
dis. .....e0th 35
0% CAS‘I’ PEDESTALS
for all size scdlid AT P LT 3¢
whels B saisesasaren: e
B ccvinsssenvs 0c 3 . Je
MODEL BUILDERS
RAZOR KNIFE
Fach o 100

-

M2X,

£F

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww

ME
R

How to Order—

Add 15 1o orders
under $1.5),  Or-
ders over $1.50 24
199 of order, Can-
ada 10%% extra, 36
Jnuths 10¢ extra.
Add 10¢ for pack-
ing charge of free

2 auo:o PROPS
veanes SO G

Mo ea,
fc e,
BAMNBOOD PAP!I“

$

Cthe

November, 1936

sires to clarify something. The first
crossing has very often been attributed
to Commander C. R. Samson’s naval
landplane squadron from Eastchurch,
This squadron in question did not fly
from that station to Ostend until Au-
gust 27th, 1914, A< that unit did some
admirable work upon its arrival, it is
not the intention to belittle it but
rather to give credit where it is due.
Samson's squadron consisted of three
B.E2's, two Sopwiths, two Bleriots,
one Henn Farman, one Bristol and one
Short, the latter having wheels substi-
tuted for its Hoats.

Once at Ostend, Samson’s squadron
cooperated with the Marine Brigade
carrying out daily reconnaissance until
August 28th, when they had to withdraw
from that place before the German ad-
vance. The next move was to Dun-
kirk wherce they were given some ar-
mored cars in which they achieved con-
siderable fame as ground fighters on
the days they could not fly. From
there they moved to Antwerp, staying
until October 3rd, whence it became
necessary to retire from that place.
They then moved up to Ypres and
Poperinghe.

With the decision to establish a per-
manent naval air station at Dunkirk,
the British decided to dispatch a squad-
ron of scaplanes there. This unit, under
the command of Squadron Commander
J. W. Seddon, arrived on October 30th,
and was the ninth British squadron to
fly across the English Channel in 1914
Previous to the arrival of this umit an-
other naval squadron, under the com-
mand of Commander Spenser Grey, had
established a base at Antwerp but
abandoned it on October 8th, when the
town was evacuated.

The Antwerp base had been estab-
lished with the primary object of carry-
ing out their attacks against the Ger-
man Zeppelin sheds to hinder raids on
England. When it was forescen that
Antwerp base would have to be
abandoned, it was decided to carry out
the attacks on Dusseldorf and Cologne
that same day.

Consequently, Commander Grey and
Flight Lieutenant \larlt cach took off
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in a Sopwith Tabloid armed with four
20-pound bombs. Both reached their
objectives accordingly. Squadron Com-
mander Grey got over Cologne, but
due to the thick fog was unable to find
the huge hangar. Flight Licutenant
Marix was more successful, not only
in finding the shed but in destroving
the Zeppelin Z<9 which was in it.

With further plans evolved to carry
out a raid on the Zeppelin factory and
hangars at Friedrichshafen, permission
was received from the French to use
the Belifort aerodrome. While this was
being arranged a squadron of four 80-
horsepower Avros was gathered under
Squadron Commander E. F. Briggs,

On November 21st, with an improve-
ment in the weather, the raid was car-
ried out and a large amount of damage
was done to the sheds and the gas
works of the Zeppelin plant was blown
up. Only one thing marred the com-
plete success of the expedition and that
was the failure of Commander Briggs
to return. While over Friedrichshafen,
the gasoline tank of his machine was
punctured in several places by machine
gun bullets and, wounded, he was
forced to land and was taken prisoner.

In reviewing these aerial activities
which took place during 1914, consid-
cration must be given to the fact that
aviation was only in the pioneer stages.
To take planes that were scarcely stable
cnough for exhibition stunt fiving and
adapt them to military service was a
heroic accomplishment. END

POPULAR AVIATION

Airy Chat

(Continued from poge 12)

unable to give our readers much help on
this subject at the present time,

However, we are just on the brink
of performing some experimental work
along this line, and if our idea works
out, will publish a full account of the
cquipment with notes for its construc-
tion. This is really a hard problem to
solve because of the weight limitations
placed on the apparatus, hence we can-
not promise an carly solution of the
matter. Wait and hope.

o

HE ability to contral a gas drgren

model from the ground like a robot
plane, will mean much to the gas model
constructor. [t will eliminate all of the
running and chasing that has been an
essential feature of gas model flying up
to date and will therefore prolong the
lifc of the shoes and auto tires.

L L) L
\ ANY readers have
4 about the well liked
Readers Are Buillding”
was temporarily
months ago.
This department was suspended be-
cause of certain changes taking place
in the makeup of the magazine at that
time, but we will assure anxious readers
that it will be restored at an early date.
This has proved to be a popular depart-
ment for nearly all our readers and has

written to us
“What Our
department that
discontinued scveral

65

been a very interesting one for the edi-
tors as well as the readers. It demon-
strates what can be accomplished in
aviation with only a limited amount of
capital,
* > .

AST year, we believed that the trans-

atlantic fad had died out, but this
year sees a full revival of this quaint
custom. The funny part of the thing is
that they did not do half as well this
year, in spite of the improved instru-
ments, as the pioneer ocean flyers did

several years ago with scarcely any
navigational imstruments at all,
L * id

E are strongly in favor of a Depart-
ment of Air in this country which
will be the sole and undisputed author-
ity in aviation. To be thoroughly ef-
fective, it must be entirely independent
of other government burcaus and should
be in charge of navy and army aviation
as well as private and commercial fly-
ing. And--needless to sav—should be
independent of political connections, if
that is possible,
= O
Ir i$ with regret that we announce the
omission of Mr. Roddy’s “High-
Lights and Side-Lights” which has
greatly interested our readers., Because
of Mr. Roddy's poor health, he will be
unable to do any writing, at least for
some time to come,
- - -
we're bumping into the ads
So long.—J. B. R,

Well,

again.

( (/1Y

..AND YOU CET
WHAT YOU PAY FOR

This photograph is the

grealest advertisement
we could publish to convince you
that “Baby Cydone™ i the "bigges!
name in kitle engines”

Belter than any wrillen guarantee is the
fact that this big production assures you
that your Baby Cydone Engine is a stand-
ard ongrme exactly bko every other Baby
Cydone Engme n perlcemance, depend
ablity and value

¥ you wan! these qualities in your power

plant~if you want honest merchandise that is
no! sold 10 you as an expermend, Baby Cy-
cddore has the biggest value 10 offer you It is
made right by an old reliable firm & s sold
1o you 8! the right price~you get exactly
wha! you pay for And it will run right in
your airplane

Your Baby Cyclone Engine has been fully
inspected, tested and actually run in The
same day your order is received # will be
rushed 10 you, and you will recerve it wieh il
conlidence that it is the finest miniature
power plant your money can buy Fill in the
handy coupon and mail it soday

FILL UP THE CAS TANK AND YOUR IAIY~
CYCLONE ENCINE WILL BE SHIPPED AT

BREY [YL lﬂll[a;u,@

THE BICCESTY NAME

QUR BABY CYCLONE "}
ARSI

IN LITTLE ENGINES

AIRCRAFT INDUSTRIES
Majer C C. Massley, Pren.
Cosnd Coniral Alr Tormingd
Clendate, Los Angolas, Colilurnie

Send ma prepad the Mo check ol beiow

for which | enciose P, O, saney ender:

[] Rady Cychone Engime ot 51573

] Calitornis Ohied Kir ¢ 57,90

) Specisl Racng Peep o 51,50

L) Eagine, Kit and Peap ot Spaviel
poice of 321,50 P

Nare
L LRS

As




