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MATHY OF THE
ZEPPELINS

N March #th, 1915, there was commissioned in
O the Imperial German Naval Airship Service a

new Zeppelin, the L-9. Her first commanding
officer was Kapitanleutnant Heinrich Mathy, who,
before the War Gods laid down their swords, was
destined not only to die a flaming death, but to be the
best known of those Zeppelin commanders who rode
dark skies at night. Though he brought death and
injuries to his victims, he was to be honoured by his
enemics when he passed into the beyond.

It was this same Heinrich Mathy who, before com-
manding a Zeppelin, trod the quarterdeck of a torpedo-
boat of the mighty German fleet. His years of experience
navigating at sea and with his rank placed him in the
lead of the majority of future raids over the British
Islands.

Having entered the German Navy in 1900, Mathy
had twice before been assigned to airship service for
Zeppelin training before the outbreak of the World War.
When Europe thundered and trembled to the heavy guns,

An unusual photograph of a Zeppelin, showing the rear
gunner’s cockpit, with spandau in position.
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By
ALFRED
CELLIER

Mathy was realy
for his new ven-
ture. Before he
died, he was a
recipient of the
Pour le Merite,
the highest de-
coration  which
could be be-
stowed by his
country.

Late in the
afternoon of
April 14th, 1915,
while on patrol
with  his first
command, the
L-g, out over the
fast darkening waters of the North Sea, Mathy reported
by wireless that his reconnaissance was finished. No
ships had been sighted and a full load of bombs remained
on board. The wireless soon flashed back a message
from Strasser, chief of the naval airship service. It
read, “to raid at your discretion, the British coast.”
Mathy was elated, for there had been but only one such
previous attack.

Nightfall came and out of the gloom and fog the
steady drone of motors, bearing a warning like the beat

Henrich Mathy.

. of tom-toms in the jungle, sounded to those in a little

town on the Tyne. Here the first bombs were released,
and the scattering of rifle fire from the small garrison
proving ineffective, Mathy continued on.

By this time all lights had been put out, as the warning
sounded over England, and many of Mathy's bombs
landed in the open fields of the countryside. But over
Wallsend nine bombs were dropped, slightly injuring a
woman and a girl. The L-g poked her nose through
the gloomy night and headed for Marsden, where she
let go her remaining bombs before pushing out to sea
and back to her shed at Hage, in the northern part of
Germany.

Short months passed, and it was in June before Mathy
received orders to prepare the L-g for another attack.
This time he was to go in company with two other
Zeppelins, and London was to be the objective. On
June 6th, the squadron met at sea. Early evening
found them separated and Mathy was over the London
docks. Fog enveloped the city, but through the open
patches Mathy saw only one battery firing up at him.
The defences had not been fully established, and the
few defence aeroplanes were not what they later turned
out to be.

Guttural commands rang out through the ship, and
her whole frame quivered as the bombs went soaring
down. Tifty-two bombs in all were released, and forty
houses and buildings crumbled and caught fire, while
twenty-four people Jay dead and forty others injured.
There was no military value in that, yet it caused more




PorurAr FLYING, October, 1935.

than was to be expected. The public clamoured for
protection. Rioting broke out, and many a supposed
German was mobbed on the street and his place of
business wrecked before order was resumed. It resulted,
as did the rest of the raids, in keeping a large number of
squadrons and anti-aircraft troops for the defence of
English cities to combat future attacks.

Not until August gth did Mathy get his chance to
raid again, although other Zeppelins had crossed many
times since. On this occasion, Strasser himself led the
group of five Zeppelins. Mathy was, however, not
destined to have an active part in the operations, for
engine trouble compelled him to turn about for home
before he even sighted the English coast. A week later,
Mathy, with his new command, the L-13, once again
was forced to return to his base with engine trouble.

On September gth, restless from inactivity, Mathy
in his L-13, leading two other airships, bore down on the
darkening coast. A cruiser squadron opened fire, while
the Zeppelins sailed sercnely overhead, climbing for
altitude. The L-13 was now alone over London, and
Mathy passed the command to rclease the bombs.
The first salvo landed in open fields, but the
remaining ones caused the death of twenty-
two persons and eighty-seven others were
injured, while a path of wreckage and fire
lay across the outskirts of the city. It was
during this raid that a six hundred and
sixty pound bomb was released for the first
time. With it was dropped a scraped ham-
bone with a note which read, “A memento
from starved-out Germany. What shall T,
poor devil, do ? ” Defence guns crackled in
the dark night, and Mathy climbed for
altitude before starting homeward again.

Four days later, Mathy and his L-13 were
flying in very bad weather. The dash-dot
of the wireless told that the other accompany-
ing Zeppelins, which were now well out to
sea, were going to put back. Mathy looked
grave, but he had missed too many of the
raids so far. The L-13 continued on, buffing
up and down as the helmsman sought to
steady her.

Tt was nearing midnight now as an anti-
aircraft gun spoke from the defences of
Felixstowe.  Mathy continued on, while
down below a mobile anti-aircraft unit was
unlimbering guns and searchlights.  Soon
there was a screech and a bang, and the L-13
trembled from stem to stern. She was hit,
and all bombs were ordered to he im-
mediately released. No time to think of
raiding now. ' Tlie main thing was to get the
L-13 safely home. Out over the North Sea
everything movable, including petrol, oil,
water, machine-gun ammunition and food,
was thrown overboard. Nervous tension was
relaxed when the home sheds were sighted,
but the L-13 was not in condition to be
properly handled and was further damaged
in getting down.

A month passed before Mathy and his
L-13 went out again. This time five
Zeppelins made up the raiding squadron,
which separated over England. = Above

The remains
L-31 at Potters
after
finished with it.

31

Hampton twelve high explosive bombs were released,
damaging residences and other small places. At Wool-
wich, where a naval barracks and arsenal were located,
thirty-three more bombs were dropped, and thirteen
of the military personnel were wounded. Mathy in this
attack had been confused by the fog and had believed
that he was attacking the wharves and docks at London,
and so reported on his return,

Nearly four months passed before Mathy was ordered
to rendezvous again, This time with nine Zeppelins, the
squadron being led by Strasser. Before reaching the
English coast the airships divided, Strasser leading one
group over Northern England, while Mathy, in his L-13,
was at the head of the second group, with orders to raid
Southern England. = After reaching his destination,
Mathy was on his own again, as no endeavour was made
to keep the airships together. In fact, each commander
was allotted designated targets, but weather conditions
often made it impossible to locate them. Mathy now
dropped flares to seek his whereabouts and found
himself over Stoke. Bombs were released and the

(Continued on page 402)
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(Continued from page 371)
L-13 passed over. In a short while a large blast factory,
apparently unaware of the approaching Zeppelin, loomed
before the L-13. Hurriedly the remaining sixty-four
bombs were let go and went screaming down, but in the
haste all missed that large plant, although they did
considerable other damage. The L-13 now turned
homewards.

March 3rd brought Mathy’s second raid for the new
year. It was originally intended as a reconnaissance to
locate the PBritish Grand Fleet, whose location was
unknown to the Germans, and to bomb their naval
bases. Two Zeppelins and the L-13 made up the scouting
force. Rain and snow, with a gathering storm, bore
down on the airships. The bombs were released in-
discriminately to lighten the ships, as the gathering snow
on their tops would have forced them down. Finding it
almost impossible to proceed against the wind, Mathy
was further handicapped by the anti-aircraft fire.
Eventually, after what must have seemed an age, they
were again out over the sea and homeward bound, the
storm persisting up to their arrival.

Another month quickly passed, and the L-13 with
four other airships were again over England. Mathy
had received orders to destroy the ammunition works
at Stowmarket and was finding difficulty in locating
them, though he was over the town. Shortly after
spotting them and losing considerable altitude in doing
so, the L-13 was hit by an anti-aircraft shell, causing
half the gas to escape from one cell. Mathy immediately
wirelessed his plight to the airship sheds at Hage, but
they were helpless to assist him. Nevertheless, luck still
seemed to cling with Mathy and they safely returned
to their home base. B

April znd, the L-13 ready again, Mathy joined the
Zeppelin squadron for a raid on the naval base at
Rosyth, but while out at sea motor trouble developed
and the L-13 limped home. Three days later, while out
with the squadron on another mission, similar engine
trouble was had, and Mathy once more was forced to
watch the others continue as he swung his ship about.

Mathy was now in line for one of the new Super
Zeppelins, and was ordered to command the L-31, which
was commissioned on July 17th. Two weeks later
Mathy, with his new flagship, led a squadron of ten
Zeppelins toward England. Bad weather set in, and two
of the airships were compelled to return. The whole
attack was shortly abandoned in view of the increasing
bad weather, and although several towns were bombed,
no material damage was done ; most of Mathy’s bombs
fell into the sea.

Not again until August 24th did Mathy take the L-31
out. In the meantime two airships had come to grief
through the rapidly increasing defences. This time,
Mathy joined up under Strasser again and twelve
Zeppelins formed the raiding group. Mathy continued
alone for London after reaching the coastline, and at
Millwall released his first bombs, attacking Greenwich,
Blackheath and Eltham, as he came over them. More
blood was shed as nine civilians were killed and forty
injured as they sought to escape the rain of bombs, and
there was the resultant damage of property. Defence
pilots pushed up their aeroplanes into the fog, but were
not successful in locating the raiders.

(Continued on page 404)
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dramatic style all the time, it would have been much
better. As it is, it is unconvincing, which is a pity, for
the airman no doubt saw all the things he describes. So
many of these war books stall because the author will
write in the light of what he knows now, instead of
curbing himself to what he knew then.

In any case, both the flying and prison stories have
been told so many times, and so much better, that there
seems to be no real excuse for this latest effort. The
title is the only original thing about it, and that slightly
exaggerates the context.—W. E, ],

Standard Catalogue of Postage Stamps of the World, Whitfield-
King, Ipswich. Price 55. (Thirty-fifth year of publication.)
Bigger and better is a slogan that can safely be applied to this
publication, whichis probably the best thing ofits kind in the world.

TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS.
Aeroplane and Engines. (Airsense). By W. 0. Manning. Pitman.

Price 3s5. 6d. 2nd Edition.
International Index to Aeronautical Teehnical Reports. Pitman.
Price 5s.

Practical Performance Prediction of Aireraft.
Blyth. Pitman. Price 35s.

Seaplane Float and Hull Design.
Price 7s. 6d.

By Lt.-Col. J. D-

By Marcus Langley. Pitman.

A large number of letters are reaching us from prospective
recruits for the Royal Air Force who are contemplating taking
advantage of the Expansion Scheme, asking for particulars of the
Service. A moment's reflection should make it clear to them
that such a subject cannot be dealt with adequately in a letter.

They are advised toget a copy of The Royal Air Foree. Careers
and How to Join, by T. Stanhope Sprigg. This gives full details
of the Service, its organisation, duties, prospects, etc., and de-
scribes the various methodsof entry to commissioned and other
ranks. i

The price is 2s. 6d.

CHRISTMAS CARDS.

It seems rather early to introduce this subject, but this notice
is issued for the benefit of overseas readers, who, in the past,
have complained that our announcement has been made too late
for them to participate.

‘Will readers please note that we do not propose to put up a new
series of Greeting Cards this year, but we still have a stock of last
year's designs, depicting modern and historical aircraft, i.e., Hart.

Price: 3s. per packet of ten.

Stock is limited, so those who want cards should make early
application.

WHITFIELD KING’S

STANDARD CATALOGUE

e
o {INGS OF POSTAGE STAMPS
g KX | OF THE WORLD
W a 1936 EDITION s
& ] is now available @
at the reduced price of— Postage éd. extra.
Abroad 9d.

Steadily rising sales of this popular reference
Catalogue have made it possible not only to
reduce the price, but also to incorporate many
useful and practical improvements. Completely
revised and brought up to date. More than 6,700
MAKE SURE OF YOUR COPY
= BY ORDERING NOW.

WHITFIELD KING & CO.,
ESTABLISHED IPSWICH, SUFFOLK
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